
July 30, 2020 
 
To the Linfield community:  
  
The Executive Committee of the Board of Trustees is issuing this statement in tandem with an 

open letter to the Linfield community from Board Chair David Baca.  
 
The Board has previously expressed its unwavering support for David. Our position remains 
unchanged. David has guided the university through unprecedented challenges with distinction, 
and we have complete confidence in his leadership.  
 
Those of us who have worked closely with David over the years are in the best position to 
speak about his leadership and address the misstatements being made about him. We as 
trustees greatly value our faculty members for the scholarship they bring to the University and 

their care for our students. But we see no reason to comment on the vote of no confidence 
taken by Linfield faculty members except to say that we utterly reject it.  
 
We are dismayed by the campaign of false information that has been promulgated in recent 
months. This misleading narrative has fostered an unrealistic climate of fear and distrust among 
our students. These fabrications have deeply divided our community and harmed it in ways we 
cannot mend without setting the record straight. It was our hope to refrain from making any 
comment in accordance with the confidentiality provisions of the Title IX process. However, in 
light of the current climate, we are taking the extraordinary step of sharing pertinent 

information that you should know to make an informed judgment about the safety of our 
students and our campus.  
  
Allegations were first raised in February of this year that four trustees had been “credibly 
accused of sexual misconduct.’’ This is false. At that time, not a single complaint had been 
lodged against a current trustee. Linfield has a Title IX Coordinator, four Title IX Deputies and a 
Director of Human Resources who are responsible for investigating any claims of 
misconduct. None of them were made aware of a single complaint against a current Trustee. 
You need to know that there are no allegations by any Linfield students involving “sexual 

misconduct” against current Trustees. 
 
Here are the facts: In late February, a faculty member submitted a written complaint accusing 
one Trustee of inappropriate touching of the shoulder and another Trustee of inappropriate 
touching of the leg. This complaint was promptly assigned to a trained outside investigator. The 
outcome of this investigation is pending. 
  
In addition, the University received an anonymous letter, also in February 2020, claiming that a 
Trustee allegedly invaded the complainant’s privacy by inquiring about the extent of student 
loan debt at a campus gathering. The anonymous complainant also wrote that another Trustee 

allegedly made an insensitive remark to a group of students and hugged a student at the end of 
the same event. These complaints were reviewed by the Title IX Coordinator, who decided not 
to initiate a formal investigation because the author of the letter did not come forward and the 
alleged conduct did not warrant further action. The Title IX office is not able in most cases to 
investigate anonymous complaints or allegations made by third parties. 
  



We reiterate that the Board has intentionally refrained from making statements or sharing 
information that could jeopardize ongoing investigations. We believe that any member of the 
Linfield community who wishes to report allegations of misconduct should be able to discuss 
their concerns privately with the appropriate University officials without having them shared 
with the Board of Trustees or anyone else. 

  
If students, faculty members, administrative staff or parents have issues, the University and the 
Board of Trustees are here to address them within the confines of the law and Linfield policies. 
 
Our goal as trustees is to help develop the principles and policies that will guide this great 
university, and to support the President as he implements and administers those policies.  
 
Despite the challenges of this unusual year, we are very excited about the future of Linfield 
University.  

  
The Executive Committee of the Linfield Board of Trustees unanimously approved this 
statement.  


