
understanding leads to

Outcome(s) not met Outcome(s) met: 
monitor or discharge

affects

leads to

The Client and Student Bring
to the Relationship or Experience:

• values and beliefs
• assumptions
• attitudes of inquiry
• perceptions
• sense of self / others

• past experiences
• worldview
• knowledge
• skills Critical Thinking in 

Nursing Practice
• context
• nature of relationship(s)

Situation:
• initial grasp
• expectations

Data Gathering Meta-reflection
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Assessment Types Data Gathering

Thinking Processes Data Organization

• individual
(i.e. functional 
and body sys-
tems)
• family / group
• community
• organizational
• cultural

• mapping
• listing
• themes
• symbols
• diagnoses

• reasoning
• reflection
• collaboration
• involvement
• interpretation
• inquiry
• trial and error

• narratives
• clinical exams
• structured questions
• health care records
• “gestalt”
• literature
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Thoughtful Action:
Partnership with Client

 • Problem and/or Goal Identification

 • Strengths and Resources

 • Priorities and Choices

 • Strategies / Intervention

 • Outcome(s)


