
       The Nashville airport is an unlikely place for an epiphany. I 
was standing at the Southwest Airlines counter, attaching claim 
tags to my luggage and jostling bags of  freebies from the NSNA 
convention, when I had an acute gallbladder attack. For the next 
eight hours, seven of  which were spent on a plane, I felt pain that 
ran a close second to childbirth. Before the airline crew would 
allow me to board in Nashville, they insisted that I allow a 
paramedic to assess me. The paramedics tried to talk me into 
taking an ambulance to the nearest hospital. Through my tears, I 
explained that I couldn’t go to the hospital. I don’t have any 
money. And I don’t have health insurance. It was in that moment 
of  fear, pain, and powerlessness that I truly understood the plight 
of  the millions of  Americans without health insurance. 
       “Sicko” is a Michael Moore documentary featuring other 
stories like mine, from Americans who work hard, have families, 
and then get sick. In January of  this year, the Oregon Student 
Nurses’ Association held a “Sicko” screening event at the theater 
in McMenamin’s Kennedy School in North Portland. The 
audience included nursing students and community members, all 
of  whom were invited to an after-film discussion about healthcare 
reform. The dialogue that night had a profound impact on me, 
and in some ways represented the dialogue happening in political 
arenas and living rooms across the United States. One of  the 
attendees had grown up in Germany, where citizens are taxed at 
rates comparable to the U.S., yet have access to free healthcare. 
       Whether you’re a proponent of  universal healthcare, equate 
it with socialism, or are unsure where you stand, those of  us 
entering the healthcare field have a responsibility to fight for the 
sick people we don’t see because they can’t afford us. On behalf  of 
the Oregon Student Nurses’ Association, I urge you to become 
invested in the debates over elimination of  health disparities, 
improvement of  access to care, and inefficient care practices. It is 
part of  our duty and privilege as nurses to be informed, involved 
advocates. I hope it doesn’t take an experience as painful as mine 
to awaken you.  

Access to Healthcare
	 	 	 	 	 	 by Kinara Brocius
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 22: Community 
Celebration Picnic

May 29: Celebration for 
Dr. Groff

May 31: Graduation  
Ceremony

June 1: Wildcatheters 2 
Game

 for event details, see page 2
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MAY 22- Friday

All are invited to the annual Linfield College-Portland Campus Community Celebration Picnic 
(formerly known as Awards Picnic) at 12 pm on Friday, May 22nd.  Join your campus community in the 
courtyard as we honor our graduating seniors, recognize students who have made outstanding 
contributions to our campus, and celebrate the end of  an academic year! 

MAY 29- Friday

Mark your calendars for Friday, May 29th from 4 pm on as we celebrate Dr. David Groff, his over 20 
years of  service to Linfield and his impending retirement. We will begin in the Peterson Hall Photo 
Gallery and at 6 pm head to the Bridgeport Brewpub on NW 13th and Marshall. Please RSVP to 
Louise Gillette at lgillet@linfield.edu. 

MAY 31- Sunday

Spring commencement begins at 10 am at the Linfield College-McMinnville Campus. For more 
information, contact Lisa Burch at lburch@linfield.edu.

JUNE 1- Monday

Fast Undercar vs.Wildcatheters 2 ~ 8:25 pm @ WVO/Budweiser
 

 

 Campus and Community Events
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Students, faculty, and staff: Please remember to use the newsletter to publish all of  your events, items for 
sale, and other announcements. Thank you for your support as we transition to this more efficient 
means of  on-campus communication.

mailto:lgillet@linfield.edu
mailto:lgillet@linfield.edu
mailto:lburch@linfield.edu
mailto:lburch@linfield.edu
http://www.portlandsoftball.com/teams/2009spfh/team_306.html
http://www.portlandsoftball.com/teams/2009spfh/team_306.html


Community Board
       The purpose of  the Community Board is to consolidate information about job postings, volunteer 
opportunities, rooms for rent, and books and other items for sale. Please contact kbrociu@linfield.edu for 
questions, comments, or postings.

FOR SALE

Essentials of  Nursing Research, 6th edition with CD by Polit and Beck. $40 (originally $56). Please 
contact Heather Oneal at honeal@linfield.edu if  interested. 

Chinook Books, $15. Email kbrociu@linfield.edu if  interested. 

Original X-Box in great condition with two controllers, $30. Email kbrociu@linfield.edu if  interested. 

JOB POSTINGS

Full time, weekday childcare for large family with special needs kids.  Salary is $10/hr to start. Contact 
Phyllis Wagner at pwrnfm@yahoo.com.

LINFIELD COMMUNITY

Nurse Lobby Day. Check out photos from Nurse Lobby Day at http://www.linfield.edu/portland/nurse-
lobby-day.php

Raffle for $250! The class of  May 2010 will be holding a fundraising raffle through the month of  May. 
The raffle drawing will be on May 31st for a $250 Visa gift card. The raffle is open to everyone! One 
raffle ticket is $5, three raffle tickets are $10, and seven raffle tickets are $20. Five percent of  the proceeds  
will be donated to the Oregon Food Bank. Winners will be contacted by their choice of  email or phone. 
Contact Jeremy Jasnoch at jjasnoc@linfield.edu for more information. 

GENERAL INFORMA TION

APA Jannsen Scholars Application. The American Psychiatric Nurses Association has opened its 
application process for Jannsen Scholars for the Oct 09 Annual Conference in Charleston, SC. Further 
information is available at <http://www.apna.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3317>. Contact 
Professor Barbara May for assistance with the application. Scholarship application due June 1.

Caregiving Survey. The United Way task force on healthy aging is working with VOA, Lifeworks NW, 
and the Urban League to better understand what services and supports caregivers need. If  you are a 
caregiver or have cared for an individual over 50 years of  age please share your experience. The survey 
is anonymous and takes about 10 minutes. <http://tinyurl.com/rbcehn>

Scholarships available through Oregon Health Care Foundation. Scholarships awards are $500 or 
$1000. Learn more at http://tinyurl.com/ph8h9s and http://tinyurl.com/o7gv2o. Deadline is May 
29.
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