
LINFIELD COLLEGE 
ENG 304, Summer, 2008 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL LITERATURE 

June 16 – August 21 
Instructor: Dr. Richard Lewis 

2907 NE 11th Ave.  Portland, OR  97212 
282-6004; ra_lewis@comcast.net 

             
 ENG 304, Environmental Literature, presents fiction, prose, and poetry about the natural world around us and 
invites students to think and write about the environment, both critically and creatively.   
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES: to develop an historical overview regarding Classic American writing about the 
environment; to explore the relationship between the natural environment, human uses of the environment, and a 
larger sense of human-natural community; and to increase our store of words and concepts about Nature 
 
NOTE: We will read and discuss all of Refuge, the last reading.  Be ready for this by having it read before 
August 11. 
 
INSTRUCTOR BIOGRAPHY 
Dr. Richard Lewis has his BA from Gonzaga University, his MA from Columbia University in modern 
literature; and his Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in medieval English Literature.  
He was a graduate fellow at Oxford University where he wrote his doctoral dissertation on Anglo-
Saxon poetry.  He has published scholarly articles in his primary field and taught at Carnegie-Mellon 
University, the University of Wisconsin-Madison, Willamette University, WSU-Vancouver, and, since 
1998, Linfield College.  His fields of instruction have been literature and writing, History of Western 
Thought, medieval history and culture, Renaissance art, and modern literature. 
 
He was Executive Director of the Oregon Council for the Humanities from 1977 to 1997.  He is a great 
fan of Anglo-American folksong, English Morris dancing and sword dancing, writing and hearing 
poetry, watching baseball, and sitting any or all of his four grandchildren. 
 
Dr. Lewis is married and lives in Portland. 
 
ELEMENTS OF ENGLISH 304 
 •         WebCT Email and Announcements.  IMPORTANT:  Each time the student logs in, he or she 
should check the Home Page header, WebCT email, and Announcements.  Information about 
assignments, exams, chat room, etc. will be in one or more of them. Students are responsible for 
information in Home Page headers, WebCT emails and Announcements. 
•         Instructor’s Commentary on weekly reading assignments.  Discussion should reference this. 
•         Small Group Discussions  

• A glossary of terms to be printed and kept for exam reference.  The glossary words are accessed 
through Media Library 

•         Weekly reading assignments  (Note Instruction Schedule below) 
•        Poetry  

•         A Chat room (students must attend one during the course)   
•         A 3-4 page Reading Report, due no later than Sunday, July 27.  
•         A Final True/False Multiple Choice, Glossary, and Essay Exam posted Sunday, August 17 
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REQUIRED TEXTS 
Emerson, Ralph Waldo and Henry David Thoreau. Nature/Walking. Boston: Beacon Press: 1991 pbk.    
Leopold, Aldo. A Sand County Almanac. Oxford University Press, 1989. pbk 
Lyon, Thomas J. ed., This Incomparable Land. Milkweed, 2001.  pbk.    
Williams, Terry Tempest. Refuge. Vintage Books, 1992.  pbk. 
 

 INSTRUCTION ELEMENTS 
 
WEEKLY DISCUSSION  
By Sunday, June 15, all registered students will have been assigned to a discussion group.  When you 
log in, you will be able to access your particular group. 
 
Discussion begins on Monday each week.  On day one of the summer term (June 16), students must: 

• check in with their group,  
• get acquainted, and  
• determine weekly discussion captains; i.e., each week a different member of the group serves to 

get discussion started and to summarize the discussion.  The discussion unfolds between 
Monday and Thursday and by 10:00 PM on Thursday, the discussion captain for the week posts 
a summary of the group discussion 

• Discuss the topic for Week One.   
 

Weekly discussion is graded and has a large impact on your grade.  Students must participate in 
discussion at least twice each week and do the following things:  

• respond to each other’s comments;  
• talk about what is in the weekly reading; i.e., cite the Assigned Reading and the Commentary 

and discuss these passages; this is a key part of discussion.  You should do more than say, “I 
liked it when he said….”  Why did you like it?  What did you understand about it? 

• offer personal thoughts and experience relevant to the topic.  
 
I look for “substantive” discussion; i.e., discussion that is thoughtful and informed.  Personal thoughts 
and experience are fine, but the main thing is to discuss the readings and the suggested topic.  The 
topics are not exam questions.  There is no right answer.  I am not “looking for” anything other than 
informed and interested discussion, including references to the readings and lecture and responses to 
each other.  While agreement with others does foster good will, you may respectfully disagree, or 
simply offer an alternative view, using other textual information.  Whether you agree or disagree, all 
comments should supplement the discussion.  When you join the discussion, attach your comment to 
the last comment made rather than creating a New Message.  The thread is easier to track. 
 
If you wish to receive an A, all of these aspects are important.  Re-read this section. 
 
CHAT ROOM 
A schedule of chat rooms will be posted in the first week.  Once this schedule has been confirmed and, 
if necessary, adjusted, students are required to participate in at least one chat room over the course of 
the summer.  Chat rooms are opportunities for real time discussion of course topics.  They are not 
exams; you can’t get it wrong.  The chat room begins at 8:00 PM and ends at 9:00 PM.  You are 
expected to be there the whole time.  When you access Chat, choose Common Room. 
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READING REPORT 
A Reading Report Book List—i.e., a list of essays and chapters of books to be considered for the 
Reading Report assignment—will be posted by June 16.  By midnight, Sunday, July 27, students must 
submit—in the Assignments Dropbox (Under Course Tools)—a 4-5 page summary of the information 
in one of the items listed on the Reading Report Book List available under Assignments.   
 
The Summary you write should explain, with illustrative references, the development of the essay’s or 
chapter’s subject.  Your own reaction is relevant, but the point is to provide an informed digest of what 
is said in the writing.  What is it about?  What arguments are made?  What special examples or 
references are used?  How did the essay or chapter advance your thinking? 
 
Observe the following formal requirements in writing your paper. 

 
• Double-space the text.  
• use 10-point font size. 
•         leave 1” margins on all sides of each page; if submitted as surface mail, use white bond paper 
•         Put the paper’s title, followed by full name, on the first page, above the start of the paper, not on a 

separate cover page. 
•         Put last name and page number on each page. 
•         If mailing, staple pages; do not use any form of plastic cover; do not paperclip pages together. 
•         Some short quotations may be used;  however, quoted passages should not be longer than 4 single-

space lines; use no more than 4 quotations in the paper.  Provide citation information in a list of 
Endnotes, giving author, text, publisher, and page number(s).   

 
FINAL EXAM 
A two-part exam will be posted in WebCT at noon on Sunday, August 17.  The first part will be a 20-
question True/False Multiple Choice Quiz accessed through Assessments under Course Tools.  
Answers must be returned in WebCT by noon on Monday, August 18.  The second part will be a 
Glossary/Essay Answer Exam.  Those answers are to be returned by noon on Tuesday, August 19. 
 
A Heads Up will be posted the Wednesday before (Aug. 13), describing question topics.   
 
Late Work  Assignments submitted late will be graded, but will lose half a grade level.  Thus, a B 
grade would be reduced to B-.  No incomplete grades will be given.   
 
Incompletes  An Incomplete grade of I will rarely be given and only where a documented emergency 
prevents the student from completing the Final Exam or the 4th Writing Assignment. 
 
Academic Honesty  Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student found to be engaging 
in either of these activities at any pint in the course will receive a failing grade for the assignment 
and/or entire course and may be subject to further college sanctions. 
 
Students With Disabilities  Students with documented disabilities who may need accommodations, 
who have any emergency medical information the instructor should know of, or who need special 
arrangements in the event of evacuation, should make an appointment with the instructor as early as 
possible, no later than the first week of the term. 
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WEEKLY INSTRUCTION/DISCUSSION SCHEDULE 

 
WEEK 1, JUNE 16-22     
Read:  This Incomparable Land, “The American Setting,” pp. 26-35; “Beginnings,” pp. 36-66. 
 Week One Commentary  
 Week One Poem: “The River,” Ralph Waldo Emerson  
Week 1 Discussion Topic: Beginning Monday, June 16, until Thursday, June 19, check in with your 
group, exchange a bit of biographical info, and decide on a list of weekly discussion captains.  Then, 
general group discussion of information in the Reading Assignment for Week 1, being sure to quote 
short passages from the readings or commentary to illustrate points or questions.  Think about what 
kinds of things interest these early environmentalists and what they might say about today’s world.  
Discuss, too, Emerson’s poem; think about how tuned in he was, child and adult, to natural things.  As 
a Transcendentalist, he discerned a spiritual power in Nature.  Does the poem shows signs of this? 
 
By 10:00 PM, Thursday, June 19, the Week 1 Group Leader posts a summary of the discussion in the 
Week One Summary File.  By Saturday, the instructor will respond to the discussion and summary. 
 
WEEK 2, JUNE 23-29    
Read:  This Incomparable Land, “The Age of Thoreau, Muir, and Burroughs, “ Inc. Land, pp. 67-98.  
 Week Two Commentary 
 Week Two Poem: “Four Trees Upon a Solitary Acre,” Emily Dickinson 
Week Two Discussion Topic:  The Puritans started America out with a dualistic view of the world: 
spiritual/material, human/nature.  And dualism has characterized America’s experience of Nature, in 
which machines (think railroad) collide with Nature, progress with the pastoral ideal.  Against this has 
been a holistic view of Man and Nature argued by the Transcendentalists and later thinkers.  Drawing 
on the two chapters, including the thought of Thoreau, Muir, and Burroughs, discuss the values 
emphasized by environmental philosophers and this tension between human progress and Nature.  
What does Dickinson’s poem say about this? 
 
WEEK 3, JUNE 30 Ð JULY 6  
Read:  This Incomparable Land, “The Twentieth Century,” 99-131. 
 Week Three Commentary 
 Week Three Poem: “Traveling Through the Dark,” William Stafford 
Week Three Discussion Topic: Lyon presents in this chapter the variety of ways in which individuals 
found new understandings of the natural world through personal experience and close, often trained 
observation.  A guiding concern in the century, which was less apparent earlier, was what he calls, 
“The specter of a tamed world;” that is, a world so civilized and built on that the true experience of 
Nature has become massively diminished.  In this discussion, talk about the kinds of new knowledge 
that emerged in this century and about how each of us needs to learn about the natural world around us, 
and what we need to know. 
 
WEEK 4, JULY 7 - 13   
Read:  Nature/Walking, “Introduction,” pp. vii-xviii; “Nature,” pp. 1-67. 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Four Poem: “The Peace of Wild Things,” by Wendell Berry.  
Week Four Discussion Topic:  Emerson sees Nature as a source of understanding of right and wrong, a 
moral teacher as much as a source of beauty.  Discuss how, for Emerson, Nature works as a teacher of 
virtue.  What moral qualities stand out to him?  Think about language, discipline, philosophic and 
scientific understanding. 
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WEEK 5, JULY 14 - 20 
Read:  Nature/Walking, “Walking,” pp. 71-122 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Four Poem: “For the Last Wolverine,” by James Dickey 
Week Five Discussion Topic:  Thoreau says that he wishes to make an extreme statement so that he 
can make an emphatic one, hoping that what remains in our mind is a strong picture.  Discuss what you 
see as some of his “extreme statements.”  He also sets forth an opposition between east and west.  How 
are they different for him?  What does he have against civilization?  And think about James Dickey’s 
poem—how does it relate to Thoreau’s essay?   
 
WEEK 6, JULY 21-27 
Read:   A Sand County Almanac: Part I, “February,” “April,” “July,” “October,” “November.”  
        Part II, “Odyssey,” “On a Monument to the Pigeon,” “Thinking Like a  
          Mountain” 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Six Poem: “In Fields of Summer,” Galway Kinnell 
Week Six Discussion Topic: Leopold wants his readers to think in some new, unconventional ways 
about Nature.  What information and/or perspectives in his book seem new to you? 
 
Reading Report is due midnight, Sunday, July 27 
 
WEEK 7, JULY 28-AUG 3 
Read:  A Sand County Almanac: Part II, “Guacamaha,” “Green Lagoons,” “Oregon and Utah” 
        Part III, “The Upshot,” “Wilderness,” pp. 188-end 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Seven Poem: “The War Against the Trees,” Stanley Kunitz 
Week Seven Discussion Topic: What sorts of things does Leopold have to say about the tension 
between progress and preservation?  How does progress get in the way of preservation?  Think about 
hunting, about the food chain, about land and energy and Leopold’s “land ethic.” 
 
WEEK 8, AUG 4-10 
Read:  Refuge, “Prologue,” – “Magpies,” pp. 3-140. 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Eight Poem: “Wild Geese,” Mary Oliver 
Week Eight Discussion Topic: The central theme of Refuge is a correlation in Williams between what 
is happening to the Great Salt Lake and what is happening to her mother.  Discuss ways in which this 
intersection between the refuge and her family is portrayed in the first half of the novel. 
 
WEEK 9, AUG 11-17 
Read:  Refuge, “Long-Billed Curlews” – “Avocets and Stilts,” pp. 140-280 
 Instructor’s Commentary 
 Week Nine Poem: “The Wild Swans at Coole,” William Butler Yeats 
Week Nine Discussion Topic: Discuss some of the ways that the past comes into play in the novel.  
How is the past an important idea? 
 
FINAL EXAM: Sunday, Aug. 17, Noon 
  Part 1, True/False/Multiple Choice.  Available under Assessments.  Answers must be 
   returned to Assessments no later than noon, Tuesday, Aug. 19. 
  Part II, Glossary/Essay Questions.  Available under Assignments.  Answers must be 
   returned to Assignments Dropbox no later than 5:00 PM, Wednesday, Aug 20.  


