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SOC 250: Environmental Sociology
(Spring 2008 – 4 credits)

 
Tony Vogt, Ph.D.
* * The best way to contact me is via our course website, by using the "Mail"
function there; in an emergency you can also e-mail me at anarres@peak.org
with "SOC 250" as your subject line.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
 
This course will investigate the relationship between social groups and the
natural and human-built environment, human-induced environmental decline,
sustainable alternatives, environmentalism as a social movement, public
environmental opinion, environmental racism and classism. Social dimensions of
the built environment including urban sprawl, development, place, space,
community, and urban design.
 
A college education doesn't often give you the answers to important debates
taking place in society, but it should give you the resources and skills you need
to participate in them. In keeping with the introductory nature of this course, we
will cover a fairly wide range of topics, but at the same time, we will not be
able to pursue any in great depth. Accordingly, you are not likely to arrive at
final answers to all the questions we raise. Instead, you will explore the
foundations and contexts for those questions, and learn to recognize the
assumptions upon which they depend. You will become familiar with lines of
thought and analysis that apply to environmental problems.
 
 
REQUIRED TEXT:
 
Environmental Sociology: From Analysis to Action edited by Leslie King and
Deborah McCarthy (Rowman and Littlefield, 2005)
 
There will also be additional online readings (posted on our course website), as
designated by the course schedule.
 
*** A word about "reading load": This is a four credit course. The format is
built on the assumption that you will usually complete three, sometimes more,
assigned readings each week. If you cannot commit to this, please consider
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assigned readings each week. If you cannot commit to this, please consider
taking this course at another time.

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING:
 
Online forum participation          25%
 
Midterm exam                           30%
 
Final Exam                                30%
 
Position paper                           15%
 
The "position paper" will be due during the second half of the term, and I will
post a thorough description of requirements well before then. It should be at
least three pages in length (double-spaced).
 
The two exams will be given on-line. The exams will be mixed in format, and
likely include true/false, fill in the blank, multiple choice, and short essay
questions. I will post a study guide for each exam, and also directions for taking
them.
 
Students with 90% and higher will earn A's; 80% and higher will earn B's; 70%
and higher will earn C's; 60% and higher will earn D's; scores below 60% will
achieve F's.
 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES:
 
This course will examine how sociology can contribute to an important debate in
our society, the debate concerning how best to take responsibility for our
relationship to the natural world. Sociology strives to be more systematic and
more empirical than other modes of reflecting on society. Nonetheless, sociology
takes place in the same social world as these other modes of social reflection. It
draws on them and contributes to them.
 
The course objective is to further your understanding of the relevance and
applicability of the sociological perspective to analyzing and addressing
environmental problems. This will be achieved through assigned readings
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environmental problems. This will be achieved through assigned readings
(including the posted weekly lecture), videos, your own weekly on-line postings
and conversations on the discussion board, a midterm and final exam, and the
writing of a position paper. The "position paper" will be due during the second
half of the term, and I will post a thorough description of requirements well
before then. It should be at least three pages in length (double-spaced)
 
The overall goal of this course, then, is not merely to accumulate facts and
abstract ideas, but to allow you to follow and participate in contemporary
debates concerning ecological issues. This will involve considering the
implications of what we study insofar as we ourselves are members of the
college community, consumers, family members, perhaps members of religious
and/or community groups, (now or in the future) workers or corporate decision
makers, and citizens.
 
Learning outcomes include strengthening your ability to:
 
* Analyze the social and cultural causes of our environmental problems,
including the role of power and social structure.
 
* Identify and discuss the dynamics of both the U.S. environmental movement
and the global environmental movement.
 
* Address the issue of environmental racism and the related movement for
environmental justice, and gain knowledge about the role that social inequalities
occupy in issues of environmental risk and exposure.
 
* Investigate current efforts to solve environmental problems and organize an
ecologically sustainable society.
 
* Critically evaluate the social values that shape and define our relationship to
the natural world and each other.
 
* Articulate how people can participate more fully and actively as citizens on
issues of social and environmental concern.
 
 
DISCUSSION BOARD PARTICIPATION:
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Weekly participation in the forum constitutes a hefty 25% of your final grade.
You should expect to post twice each week as a regular, on-going feature and
requirement of the class. This holds true for each week of the course, including
exam weeks.

Weekly participation in this case means: 1) posting your discussion of the
assigned readings for that week, and 2) also responding to at least one of your
classmate's postings each week. This means a minimum of two postings a
week, for each week of the course.

* * * Postings must be made no later than midnight on Sunday for the
preceding week of readings – postings after that time will not receive full credit.
Please keep your posting current, and directly related to the readings that are the
basis of the conversation each week.

Again, you should post your weekly discussion and response to one classmate
anytime during the week, but no later than Sunday, the last day of the academic
week, at midnight (Pacific Standard Time). After that, a new week and a new
round of readings begin. Late postings about readings from a week that has
passed will not receive full credit, and no posting at all for the week will
likewise detract from your final grade. This also holds for responding to
classmates during the week.

EXPECTATIONS FOR CONTENT OF POSTINGS:

Though there is some flexibility and latitude in how you can approach the
reflections you post each week, your postings should be substantial – usually a
minimum of a longer paragraph or two in length. They should demonstrate that
you've not only read the assignments, but have thought about them seriously.

As a reflection on the week's readings, your weekly discussion can address some
particular aspects of the week's readings, or you can identify and reflect on the
more general themes that weave the week's readings together. During the course
of the term, you should try to approach your postings in more than one of these
ways.  If you incorporate personal views and experiences, please connect them
specifically to the readings, and support your arguments with reasoning and
evidence.
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Though I do not require it, you can also use some of the questions I pose in the
weekly lectures as a springboard for your discussion. Again, this is not required;
you are free to base your discussion on your own concerns, questions, and
interests, as long as these are directly and specifically related to the readings.

EVALUATING YOUR POSTS:

Please ask of your posts: How does this help further or deepen the on-line
conversation about these readings? Does this post sound like something I could
have written without ever reading these particular assignments, or just by
skimming them?  If so, revise and go deeper. Your postings about the readings
should not be simply opinion fests, but demonstrate that you've read the
assignment and are familiar with the main insights, arguments, and themes.

A weekly practice of reflection and writing will encourage you not only to keep
up with the reading, but also, through this weekly writing, to engage with the
ideas presented each week. I will closely attend to both the number and the
quality of your posts. Again, postings should be thoughtful and demonstrate that
you've read and are familiar with the main insights, specific arguments,
terminology, and themes in the readings for that week.

Similarly, your responses to each other's posts should go beyond "I agree" or "I
disagree."  The thoughtfulness and quality of your responses to each other will to
a large degree determine what kind of learning community you help create on-
line, and how this learning community can further your understanding and over-
all experience this term. Dialogue is the soul of learning, and certainly any sense
of belonging to a real learning community, where the ideas matter and relate to
your own life, is partly dependent on your willingness to initiate or enter into
on-line conversations with your classmates.

CONTROVERSY AND CONVERSATION:  A certain amount of discomfort
as well as excitement comes with exploring the unfamiliar, or with taking new
approaches to what you thought of as familiar.  Our common ground for the
course is the readings we share, so try to relate your statements thoughtfully to
the readings, since this is something we all have as a point of reference.  Be
open to change and surprise.  I expect us all to treat each other on-line with
respect, and to honor the differences in experience and perspectives that we
bring to this course.
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* * * Respect for the process you are entering into is crucial – considering the
ideas of authors and classmates with an open mind, and extending basic courtesy
to everyone in our learning community. I will attend to any major infractions of
Internet etiquette ("flaming"), with whatever I consider the appropriate measure.
All students should find a site that describes the protocol for on-line discussion
groups and learn the major points.
 

Frequently Asked Questions:
 

1)   How often will you be on-line?  I will be on-line at least once every 24
hours, and usually more often, to check for messages, read the Discussion
Board postings, and follow up on any other course developments.

2)   How do I contact you?  After you enroll, there is an easy way to e-mail
me via this course site (click the "Mail" button to begin). I will respond to
your e-mail within 48 hours, and usually within 24 hours.

3)   Will there be any lectures? For each week, there are posted comments
and questions based on the readings. These informal lectures are required
reading. You can access them in the "Learning Modules" section of the
site, which is divided by week.

4)   How often should I check the course site on Blackboard? It's important
to check under the current week in the "Learning Modules" section very
early in the week to asses how much time you should devote to on-line
readings. Ideally, you should check at least three times a week (beginning,
middle, and end of the week) for announcements, discussion board,
learning module postings, and any other developments. Note that you
should read all of the discussion board postings each week, and consider
them an essential part of the learning for this course – conversations on
the board, after all, constitute the "class discussion" for an on-line course.

5)   Are there specific times when I will be expected to post discussion
board items? I will expect you to post a thoughtful commentary on the
readings each week no later than Sunday evening before midnight (see
"Discussion Board Participation" above), and also to respond thoughtfully
to at least one posting by a classmate every week. Postings after Sunday at
midnight will not receive full credit for the previous week.

6)   How will the exams for the course be given? It will be given on-line.
The exams will be mixed in format, and likely include true/false, fill in
the blank, multiple choice, and short essay questions. I will post a study
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the blank, multiple choice, and short essay questions. I will post a study
guide for each exam, and also directions for taking the exams.

7)    How long is the paper supposed to be? The "position paper" will be due
during the second half of the term, and I will post a thorough description
of requirements well before then. It should be at least three pages in
length, double-spaced, with no larger than a conventional 12-point font
such as Times.

8)   Where can I go for technical help? Contact dce@linfield.edu
 

Incompletes:  A grade of Incomplete (I) is given only in emergency situations.
The student must request an Incomplete in writing and must obtain my
permission. All uncompleted work must be completed within the time limits I
set. If you simply don't turn in the final assignments or the final exam, your
course grade will be calculated with the missed portion counting for 0 points.

Academic honesty Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student
found to be engaging in either of these activities at any point in the course will
receive a failing grade for the assignment and/or entire course and may be
subject to further college sanctions.

Students with Disabilities -- Students with documented disabilities who may
need particular course-related accommodations, or who need special
arrangements of any kind, should contact me about these things as early as
possible, no later than the first week of the term.
 

COURSE SCHEDULE:

I reserve the right to alter or modify the course schedule below. I will likely
add an occasional relevant on-line reading or web site. The occasional
additions will appear in the learning modules for that week.

Readings are from the course textbook, unless otherwise noted as "on-
line."  On-line readings can be found either as PDF files, or Word files, or
accessed through links – these are posted in the appropriate week in the
"Learning Modules." All readings listed below are required, rather than
optional.

Sunday at midnight is the end of each of the weeks of the course – Monday
begins a new week. The Learning Modules are arranged according to the
weeks of the course. There is a link in each module to the Discussion Board
for your weekly postings.
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for your weekly postings.

** Along with the assigned readings listed below, you should always read
each week the "comments and questions" or informal lectures I've posted
related to the readings in the current week's Learning Module. Consider
these part of each week's required reading, along with the assignments
listed below.

* * A word about "reading load": You have enrolled in a four credit
course.  The format is built on the assumption that you will usually
complete three, sometimes more, assigned readings each week. If you cannot
commit to this, please consider taking the course at another time.

WEEK ONE  (FEBRUARY 16 - 24)

* * * PLEASE ORDER YOUR COURSE TEXT IMMEDIATELY! If you order
on-line, be sure to choose a source that will send you the text first class or
priority rather than parcel or book post. Used texts are fine, since at this time
there is only one edition of the text.

INTRODUCTIONS: AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THIS FIRST WEEK, PLEASE
GO TO THE DISCUSSION BOARD, INTRODUCE YOURSELF, AND READ
ABOUT YOUR CLASSMATES AS THEY INTRODUCE THEMSELVES.

The Sociological Imagination, Ch. 1: "The Promise" by C. Wright Mills (on-
line)

"Learning from Love Canal: A 20th Anniversary Retrospective" by Lois Marie
Gibbs (on-line)
 
"From Love Canal to the Nation" with Lois Gibbs  (on-line video) This video
requires Real Player, which, if you don't have it, you can Google and download
for free. The video is about 25 minutes in length. It'd be best to watch after you
have completed all the readings for this week, including the on-line essay by
Lois Gibbs.
 
"To Re-Make the World" by Paul Hawken (on-line)

WEEK TWO  (FEBRUARY 25 – MARCH 2)
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"Nature as Community" (PDF file on-line)

Readings on Katrina (on-line)

"Earth Democracy: An Interview with Vandana Shiva" (on-line)

 Interview with John Bellamy Foster (on-line)

WEEK THREE  (MARCH 3 - 9)

Introduction, pp. xi – xxiv

Ch. 1 Vulnerable Planet – John Bellamy Foster

Ch. 2 – Mountaintop Removal in West Virginia

Ch. 5 – Treadmill Predispositions and Social Responses

Recommended video – "MATEWAN" (Director – John Sayles)

WEEK FOUR  (MARCH 10 - 16)

Ch. 7 – American Environmentalism

Ch. 8 – Turning Public Issues into Private Troubles

Ch. 9 – Environmental Justice

WEEK FIVE   (MARCH 17 - 23)

Ch. 10 – Forty Years of Spotted Owls?

Ch. 11- Recycling Waste or Recycling History?

Ch. 12 – Silent Spill

WEEK SIX  (MARCH 24 – 30)

Ch. 13 – Corporate Responsibility for Toxins
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Ch. 14 – Tangled Routes

Ch. 15 – Driving South

WEEK SEVEN  (MARCH 31- APRIL 6)

Ch. 16 – The Environmental Justice Movement

* * * MIDTERM EXAM  (I'll post more about this exam as the time nears;
the best way to study for it, though, is to complete all the readings, and use
your weekly responses to clarify and engage with the ideas.  Also, answering
each of the questions I post as part of the weekly "informal lectures" will
develop your understanding and help prepare you for the midterm and
final exams).

WEEK EIGHT  (APRIL 7 - 13)

Ch. 17 – Touch the Magic

Ch. 19 – Selling "Mother Earth"

WEEK NINE  (APRIL 14 - 20)

 Ch. 20 – The Social Construction of Cancer

"Clan of the One-Breasted Women" (on-line)

Ch. 21 – Science in Environmental Conflicts

WEEK TEN  (APRIL 21 - 27)

Ch.22 – Risk and Recruitment

"Skeleton Woman Visits Seattle" – Paul Hawken (on-line)

Ch. 23 - Transnational Protest and the Corporate Planet

WEEK ELEVEN  (APRIL 28 – MAY 4)
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Ch. 24 - Coalition Building Between Native American and Environmental
Organizations

Ch. 25 – Hunting and The Politics of Identity

WEEK TWELVE (MAY 5 – 11)

Ch. 26 – A Special Moment in History

Ch. 27 – Cuba: A Successful Case Study of Sustainable Agriculture

WEEK THIRTEEN (MAY 12 – 18)

Ch. 28 – Cleaning the Closet

Ch. 29 – On the Trail of Courageous Behavior

WEEK FOURTEEN (MAY 19 – 25)

The "position paper" is due no later than midnight on Saturday, May 24 (a
full description of the assignment will be available by the middle of the term
in the "Assignments" section on the course web site).

FINAL EXAM WEEK (MAY 26 – 29)

* * * FINAL EXAM  (I'll post more about this exam as the time nears; the
best way to study for it, though, is to complete all the readings, and use
your weekly responses to clarify and engage with the ideas. Also, answering
each of the questions I post as part of the weekly "informal lectures" will
develop your understanding and help prepare you for the midterm and
final exams).

AND FINALLY: Please post your farewells on the discussion board, and
share with our learning community any insights you've come to during this
course.

 


