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              SOA 490: Senior Research Project
                                               

                       (Spring 2008 Ð 4 credits)
 
Tony Vogt, Ph.D.
 
HOW TO CONTACT ME: You can contact me by e-mailing me using
the "mail" function on this web site (on the menu to the left), or, for more
urgent matters, e-mailing me at anarres@peak.org -- those in even more
dire straits can e-mail me to arrange a phone conference. I also plan to
organize a half-day workshop at least once this term in McMinnville, for
those who are in reasonable driving distance.
 
HOW TO READ THIS SYLLABUS: I'd read it from top to bottom, in
order. I try to anticipate and answer all your questions. If  you want to fast
forward to the requirements (length, format, procedures for submitting,
etc., they're at the end of this syllabus. But again, I would suggest taking
the syllabus step by step. You'll get to the end soon enough, and you have
plenty of time to review it all. If  you have any questions left after you've
read through the syllabus, please write me (my contact information is
directly above)
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION (with a little history):
 
This course will  be very similar to a guided study course. It's sole
purpose is to help facilitate the completion of your senior project. 
However, at this point, you are all graduates of SOA 308, and each of
you has an approved research proposal.  So unlike other on-line courses,
this one is largely self-guided and self-motivated Ð it's about you
following the steps toward completion of the project.
 
This is the first time this course has been relegated to an on-line format.
In years past, students would meet twice during the term, for only a few
hours each time. The first meeting would be early in the term, to review
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hours each time. The first meeting would be early in the term, to review
some of what was learned about the research process in SOA 308, and to
check in with each other about the "state of the project," and to problem
solve together when that was necessary.
 
The second and final meeting was always a few hours scheduled right
about midterm (early April).  By then, most students had completed
collecting their data (interviews and/or observations were completed),
and were immersed in the scholarly literature they found relevant -- and
so at that point what was most useful was a review of how to analyze
data (remember "coding?"), and a review concerning strategies for
"writing it up."
 
Given this history and the nature of this course Ð which, unlike other
courses, is more about mobilizing what you already know than learning a
whole new discipline Ð this course site is necessarily a project that will
gradually evolve (much like your  senior project at this point), and will
do so at least partially in response to what you would find most helpful to
move toward completion of your project. I will  be adding useful or
relevant links or documents in accordance to any common questions or
needs that arise. The discussion board will  be our primary forum. More
on that further on in the syllabus (in the section "How we should
proceed" below).
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
 
There are only two course requirements:
 
1) That if  you plan to graduate at the end of Spring, you complete and
mail your finished and polished senior project to me, postmarked no later
than May 12 (see address &   discussion of date below). Those graduating
later can make other arrangements with me.
 
2) That you check in on the discussion board at least once week, and let
us all know, even briefly, how you're progressing. This keeps us all on
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us all know, even briefly, how you're progressing. This keeps us all on
track; I'll  get a sense of how folks are faring; and the discussion board
will  be more lively and thus a better tool for everyone. It's an obvious
antidote to isolation. Therefore, I ask that you treat this as more than a
request, but as a serious requirement of the course.
 
 
GRADING:
 
This is the senior project Ð intended to be one of your crowning
achievements as you graduate from Linfield College, and a culmination
of your learning at this stage. Potentially, it will  be read not only by me,
but also by other students and faculty. Accordingly, the final grade on
your senior project will  be a consideration of two grades -- one for
content as a social research project -- 80% of the grade; and the other for
format and style (grammar, spelling, correct citation, etc.) -- 20% of the
grade. Probably all you need as a guide to format and style is at the
conclusion of this syllabus. I will  only consider for the library those
projects that truly excel in both areas.
 
TEXTS:
 
Please make use of your texts and notes from SOA 308. I will  suggest
other titles once in a while, or recommend a title for anyone who has a
particular need, but most of you already have what you need in the way
of texts. Which brings me to . . .
 
WHAT YOU ALREADY HAVE, SO FAR, TO BEGIN YOUR
PROJECT:
 
You already have a map or blueprint for the project Ð your completed
research proposal. The first thing you should do is find it, if  it's not at
hand, and remind yourself (if  you need reminding) of all the work you've
already put into thinking this project through.
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1) First off, in your proposal you've defined your topic -- no small thing.
Here's something strongly suggested by students in years past: work on a
one sentence definition of your topic, your "research objective," and keep
this sentence taped near or on your computer, somewhere where it will  be
a guiding star, a compass, a reminder when you momentarily lose your
way or veer too far off track.
 
2) Secondly, you've got a start on writing the project itself Ð you probably
have some paragraphs in the "Background" or "Introduction" section of
your proposal that you can use to begin to develop a longer narrative.
 
3) Third, you've got a plan of action Ð check out your "Methodology"
section. Take that and begin to plot, literally on a calendar, everything
you need to do, breaking it into manageable steps (as in "How do you eat
an elephant? A bite at a time . . ."). Give yourself enough time for each
step, a buffer for unforeseen developments (like for when an interview
date falls through, and you have to re-schedule).
 
Build yourself a timeline, and stay with it. Know when you plan to have
your data collection completed, and know when you will  complete
"coding" and seriously begin writing your narrative (though you can and
probably should be writing all along). Plan enough time for one more
read through, and one last revision. Plan enough time to share drafts with
classmates and trusted friends (giving it to a loved one who is
unconditional about anything you do has its pleasures, but may not be as
useful as giving it to a tactful but perceptive and honest friend Ð
particularly if  you consider that friend a good writer).
 
4) And fourth, you've already generated a list of promising scholarly
literature that you need to become familiar with and add to Ð that's your
bibliography.
 
So you have plenty to begin, and what you have will  take you far.
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HOW WE SHOULD PROCEED VIA THIS SITE:
 
Please check in weekly for announcements and conversations on the
discussion board. I'm open to other suggestions, but I think we should
begin by using the discussion board as our major forum, since that's
where so much of the energy, insight, and sense of community in SOA
308 seemed to be generated. By "forum" I mean that the board is where
questions of common interest should be posted, questions open to
anyone's response ("brainstorming"). It's where we can, of course, hold
conversations. It's where each of you should "check in" about your
progress each week. It's where I can recommend sites or books, or do
brief reviews according to where in the research process most of you find
yourselves. It's where I can figure out with you when might be the best
time to hold a workshop for those who can make it to McMinnville. 
 
It's also where groups can form as support networks -- those willing  to
read each other's drafts, or problem solve with each other (I'd recommend
groups no smaller than three and no bigger than five). Groups can start
their own categories or topic threads on the board. If  you think this is a
good idea but aren't sure how to begin a group, simply post a message in
Week One expressing your interest in forming a support group. Groups
that get too big can break into smaller groups, alphabetically by last name
if  need be. Groups might also form around particular discussion threads
("how to construct a survey," for instance). And of course, folks who live
close enough to each other might want to consider using the forum to
organize face to face meetings.  People interested in forming groups with
each other can exchange e-mail addresses via the "Mail"  function on the
Blackboard menu. I can also find out from out from our techies how to
activate the "real time group chat" option, if  that is an interest.
 
THE RED LETTER DATE, and MY ADDRESS:
 
DATE: Again, there is one non-negotiable date for those of you who are
intending to graduate this Spring (if  you aren't intending to, then we can
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intending to graduate this Spring (if  you aren't intending to, then we can
work out other dates according to your circumstances and needs). That
date is Monday, May 12. It's the date the hard copy of your project to my
address must be in the mail and postmarked. The term ends May 29, and
commencement is on June 1, but in the midst of the classes I will  be
teaching I need enough time to do justice to the projects you will  send me
Ð to read each of them, to grade them, and to Ð if  need be Ð ask you to
revise before the end of the term (this rarely happens, but it has). If  your
project is postmarked May 12, that will  barely give me time to do this,
since it will  arrive a day or three later (though earlier completions and
arrivals are always welcome!). It's the best I can do. So when you are
planning your timeline, please count back from May 12.
 
ADDRESS: Here's the address you will  send your project to (NOTE:
please don't send your project so that I need to sign for it Ð no one's
project has ever yet, in more than a decade, got lost in the mail, and I
have long teaching days on campus in Corvallis, so I'm not usually home
to sign for mail Ð it will  just delay it):
 
Dr. Tony Vogt
3208 NW Johnson Ave,
Corvallis, OR 97330
 
 
SENIOR PROJECT:  FORMAT, CITATIONS, FINAL
PROCEDURES, etc.
 
FORMAT (parts of the project, in order):
 
1) Title Page Ð should include your name, Linfield College,  "Senior
Research Project, Social and Behavioral Sciences"; and finally, the
semester and the year (Spring, 2008).
 
2) Abstract  -- Please include an abstract.  This is basically a brief
(usually one paragraph, often single spaced) summary of your argument
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(usually one paragraph, often single spaced) summary of your argument
and your research.  It usually begins by briefly describing the topic or
issue you're investigating; moves to your major research questions or
objectives; describes briefly your methods (how you went about your
investigation), and then briefly, your conclusions. Find an abstract on-
line of a paper, or look for one at the beginning of an article in a
scholarly journal, to use as a model for you what to write, if  you aren't
sure. The abstract is usually the very last thing you write, even though it
appears right at the start of your project, directly after the title page. The
Abstract doesn't have a page number. Numbered pages starts with the
Introduction (p.1).
 
3) Table of Contents  -- headings or titles of parts of your paper, and the
page number on which the section begins Ð see any book for an example
you can use. The Table of Contents doesn't have a page number. Again,
numbered pages starts with the Introduction (p.1).
 
4) Introduction Ð introduces your reader to your topic, may explain how
you came to be interested in it, gives necessary background, perhaps
historical, to prepare and educate your reader for the rest of the narrative.
Your first page number starts with page one of the Introduction.
 
5) Literature Review  -- (you must discuss Ð not just mention - MORE
than the three references from your proposal Ð eight to ten relevant
scholarly works is the minimum I would expect you to discuss).  The lit
review is where you share with your reader what you've learned from
"library research" (secondary research) Ð you introduce your reader to the
key ideas emerging from the conversation scholars are having about your
topic, and introduce your readers to any relevant theories you will  be
referring to later in the narrative, or ideas that will  be important to the
interpretation of your data later.
 
6) Methodology  -- this section is usually a short but thorough
description about the process involved in your primary research Ð how
you gathered data; for example, how many people you interviewed and
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you gathered data; for example, how many people you interviewed and
any demographics you can share about those people; or how many times
and where (a high school, a non-profit service office, etc.) you conducted
participant observations; or how many surveys you distributed and how
many you got back (you can refer readers to a copy of your survey which
should be in the appendix). Locate the study in time (for example, "I
conducted this research over a period of three months in the Spring of
2007î).  You don't need to include the fact that you looked up books and
articles, since this "library research" is secondary rather than primary
research, and besides, the literature review already cues the reader to this.
You also don't have to categorize your research as ethnographic,
phenomenological, etc.
 
7) Narrative  -- the heart of your project, where you present and unpack
your primary research - data presentation and interpretation, stories,
analysis, discussion, etc. This is where you develop your argument or
story, where you make sense of your data, and situate your findings in a
larger context.
 
8)  Conclusion Ð At the very least, the conclusion is a graceful or
powerful summing up, a section that "tells us what you've told us." It's a
place to remind us how your interpretation and/or findings relate to other
literature. It's also where you might talk about the limitations of the
study. It's where you can discuss what questions your study might open
for future research; and also if  you wish, a place to discuss the practical
or policy implications of your findings.
 
9) Appendix  -- survey or interview questions, tables, graphs, or any
useful items you want to refer the reader to but don't want to clutter up
your narrative with; the appendix and bibliography do not count towards
the thirty page minimum for your project.
 
10) References and Select Bibliography  Ð a minimum of twelve
scholarly references (these are works you literally "refer" to or cite in the
body of your paper). You can also include useful works that you do not
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body of your paper). You can also include useful works that you do not
specifically cite (but please don't "pad" this section Ð only include what
you think a reader might find very relevant). Please do not include your
interviews or field notes. These do not need to be cited Ð instead, it
should be clear from your narrative when you are referring to them.
 
 
* * * POSSIBLE VARIATIONS ON THE ABOVE FORMAT:
 
Above I've outlined the conventional format for research reports, but I'm
open to variations, as long as the substance of each section is addressed. 
In other words, each part of the written project listed above needs to be
addressed somehow in the body of the paper, but they needn't be separate
sections if  you come up with a format that works better for you. 
 
For example, as long as you discuss what others have written about your
topic, it doesn't matter if  you decide that it makes more sense to thread
such a discussion throughout the paper, or in several different sections, or
do it all in a section formally titled "Literature Review."  It's just that you
should educate your reader about your topic, and place your own
research into the context of the ongoing scholarly discussions. The
methodology section likewise needn't be separate, but somewhere
(probably early on when you introduce your project to the reader), you
should let the reader know how you went about answering your research
questions -- participant observations, how many and who interviewed
(using pseudonyms of course), etc. 
 
So you can devise your own format for the paper, as long as it:  1)
incorporates a discussion of the literature you found helpful and relevant,
2) contains a specific discussion of your methods, 
3) provides an introduction to your topic, and  4) reaches  some kind of
conclusion about what your research suggests, supported by evidence
from your primary research as well as from your reading.
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You needn't have a thesis statement (you can, but it's more appropriate
for quantitative work or secondary research papers based on library
research, rather than qualitative research like the senior project). What
you offer instead is a narrative interpreting your data, identifying
common patterns, themes, etc., and then a conclusion where you can
discuss what your data suggests in terms of answering your research
questions or objectives.
 
HOWEVER:
 
If,  however, you wish to stick to the conventional format, that's fine. You
may literally title each of the major sections as listed above.  Major titled
sections, and titled subsections, can be helpful to the reader journeying
through 30 pages and trying to follow the flow of the argument or
narrative.
 
Think of titles for sections and subsections as helpful markers and
guideposts along the way, alerting the traveler to changes in subject, and
shifts in focus or storyline. Changes should not be too abrupt Ð prepare
your reader as you approach a shift, and provide a segue to carry the
reader along with you. 
 
 I strongly urge you to find a qualitative research report in a scholarly
journal, and make a copy of it to refer to as you compose your format; or
make use of the on-line senior projects in the library as examples.
 
WHICH STYLE?  -- you can use whichever style (MLA, APA, etc.)
you are used to using, as long as you are consistent. You can find
style guides on-line that will answer all your questions. I myself
prefer the MLA style, and I've outlined some main features of that
style below:
 
PERIODS & QUOTES -- This actually goes for all styles: when you are
using quote marks, periods always go inside the quote marks, as in: 
"Don't forget the tomatoes."
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"Don't forget the tomatoes."
 
The exception is when you are quoting and also citing at the end of the
sentence, like this:  Quigley writes that ever since the sixties, "rock music
has been appropriated by commercials to dazzling effect" (p. 256). Note
that in this case, the period comes after both the quote mark and the
closing parenthesis of the citation.
 
BOOK TITLES -- When citing a book title, underline:  Grapes of
Wrath.  If  it's the first time you've cited it in your paper, please put the
date of publication in parentheses after it:  Grapes of Wrath (1940).
 
JOURNALS, CHAPTERS, ETC -- When citing a journal, magazine,
pamphlet, or newspaper, use italics:  American Journal of Sociology. 
When citing a song, a film,  a chapter from a book, or an essay or other
piece from a larger collection, please use quote marks:  In "Making
Flippy-Floppy: Baby Boomers and the Emergence of the Postmodern"
from his collection Tough Guys (1992), Fred Pfeil analyzes the class
origins of cultural innovation.
 
CITING -- Cite the page number for all quotes, and cite the page
number's) also when you paraphrase specific ideas (Beyer, p. 76 - 81).
 
Except after block quotes, citations always go in front of the period
(Quigley, p. 234). 
 
MULTIPLE CITATIONS:  here's an example -- Several scholars argue
that rock music has become commoditized and now merely simulates an
aura of opposition (Quigley, 1999; Johnson and Bates, 1987; Gonzales,
2007). 
 
BLOCK QUOTES -- Only use blocks for longer quotes (usually at least
five sentences).  Block quotes should be single-spaced, but the rest of
your paper should be double-spaced.  At the end of a block quote, after
the period, put your citation. Please use quotes selectively from the
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the period, put your citation. Please use quotes selectively from the
literature you reference, and not as "filler".  
 
 
*   * * Plagiarism is a serious academic transgression, and at the least
will  result in an "F" when it occurs (for other potential consequences, see
the Linfield policies on plagiarism).  Plagiarism is when you present the
words or ideas of someone other than yourself as if  those ideas were your
own, even if  the other person gives you permission to do so.  You must
acknowledge (cite) the source of any ideas presented in the paper if  the
source is other than yourself.  This applies to published articles or texts,
and Internet material.  It is okay to use these ideas so long as you give
credit for them, and so long as your paper builds upon these ideas to
develop your own contribution to the scholarly conversation. In other
words, you should avoid extensive quoting, and not rely on others' words
and ideas to such an extent that your paper is mostly theirs. You should
submit your own work, and very clearly designate when you are using
someone else's words and ideas (by careful citing Ð giving explicit credit
- if  you are quoting or closely paraphrasing). Time pressures, lack of
confidence Ð these things may motivate plagiarism, but are not an excuse.
There is no shortcut to learning.  It is a journey of discovery that each of
us undertakes in the company of others, but we must each do our own
traveling.
 
CITING WEB SITES: There are a number of accepted ways to do this.
The Linfield library web site itself features style manuals and
recommendations about how to cite, including how to cite from web
pages. There are also other style manuals and guides on the Web you can
access Ð the important thing is to choose a style of citing, and stay with it
consistently throughout your project. Again, my preference is the MLA
style, but others are acceptable.
 
 
THE FOUR MOST COMMON STYLISTIC MISTAKES in
SENIOR PROJECTS:
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SENIOR PROJECTS:
 
1) Forgetting to cite the date of publication in parentheses after the first
mention of a piece of writing (1998). You needn't do it each time, but the
reader should know the date of publication of the works you mention. It
matters if  a work was published in 1908, 1968, 1998, or 2008.
 
2) Putting the citation in parentheses outside the period at the end of a
sentence, rather than inside as is correct for almost every style (Beyer and
Hensley, p. 23). The only exception is when you cite at the end of a
block quote; then the citation goes after the period (see "Block quote"
above).
 
3) Putting the period outside rather than inside the quote marks when you
end a sentence with a quote. So this is correct: Stan grabbed his hat and
whispered, "I  like it."  This is also correct: Sheila claimed that everyone at
her party "had a fine old time."
 
4) Not citing the specific page numbers after a direct quote. Each time
you directly quote from a work, you must cite the specific pages that the
quote came from (p. 187) Ð if  the quote is from a web site, you must cite
the web site (see above).
 
 
FINAL PROCEDURES: 
 
Mail me one unbound, completed, and VERY "polished" copy of your
senior project postmarked no later than May 12. My address: 3208 NW
Johnson Ave./ Corvallis, OR 97330.
 
*  *  I won't return the copy you send to me (unless you include a self-
addressed, self-stamped envelope), so be sure to save copies for yourself,
and be sure to back it up on your hard drive.
 



02/13/2008 10:54 AMSOA 490

Page 14 of 14http://webct.linfield.edu/webct/RelativeResourceManager/4835564420Éwebct.linfield.edu!80!443!1202927974318?fileContentID=483702356001

Senior projects that truly excel in both content and style I will
recommend for the library (only a very few end up on the library shelves;
fewer each year as time goes on and library space in that area grows
precious). However, anyone interested in getting a bound copy of their
senior project should let me know as the end of the term approaches. The
abbey outside of Amity binds them for a reasonable sum (twelve dollars,
if  I remember right). All  transactions are through the library, but I will  let
you who to contact.
 
IMPORTANT REVIEW: 
 
1) LENGTH: Start numbering pages at the first page of the Introduction
(not from the Abstract or Table of Contents). From the beginning of the
Intro to the end of your Conclusion, you should have a minimum of 30
pages for your senior research project (not including the appendix, if  you
have one, or the bibliography).
 
2) ANONYMITY:  All  the people you interview or observe or survey
should remain anonymous (you can use pseudonyms for them; just let the
reader know that you will  be doing this). All  places and institutions
should remain only generally defined in order to protect the
confidentiality of the people in your study.  For instance, write "I
conducted this study at a primary grade school Ð I will  call it Goldenrod
School -- in a mid-sized Oregon town" rather than "This is a study of
Lincoln Elementary School in McMinnville."
 
3) WRITE IN FIRST PERSON: You should always write in the first
person, in an active rather than a passive voice.
 
 
 
 
 


