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SOA 490: Senior Research Project
(Spring2008b4 credits)
Tony Vogt, Ph.D.

HOW TO CONTACT ME: You cancontactme by e-mailing meusing
the"mail" functiononthis website (onthe menuto theleft), or, for more
urgentmatters,e-mailing meat anarres@peak.org thosein evenmore
dire straitscane-mail meto arrangea phoneconferencel alsoplanto
organizea half-day workshopat leastoncethis termin McMinnville, for
thosewho arein reasonableriving distance.

HOW TO READ THIS SYLLABUS: I'd readit from top to bottom,in
order.l try to anticipateandanswerall your questionslf you wantto fast
forwardto therequirementglength,format, proceduregor submitting,
etc.,they'reat theendof this syllabus.But again,| would suggestaking
the syllabusstepby step.You'll getto theendsoonenough.andyou have
plentyof time to reviewit all. If you haveany questiondeft afteryou've
readthroughthe syllabus pleasewrite me (my contactinformationis
directly above)

COURSE DESCRIPTION (with alittle history):

This coursewill bevery similarto a guidedstudycourse lt's sole
purposas to helpfacilitate the completionof your seniorproject.
However,at this point, you areall graduate®f SOA 308,andeachof
you hasanapprovedesearciproposal. Sounlike otheron-line courses,
this oneis largely self-guidedandself-motivatedbit's aboutyou
following the stepsowardcompletionof the project.

This s thefirst time this coursehasbeenrelegatedo anon-line format.
In yearspast,studentsvould meettwice duringtheterm,for only a few
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hourseachtime. Thefirst meetingwould beearlyin theterm,to review
someof whatwaslearnedabouttheresearctprocessn SOA 308,andto
checkin with eachotheraboutthe"stateof the project,"andto problem
solvetogethemwhenthatwasnecessary.

Thesecondandfinal meetingwasalwaysa few hoursscheduledight
aboutmidterm(early April). By then,moststudentdhadcompleted
collectingtheir data(interviewsand/orobservationsverecompleted),
andwereimmersedn the scholarlyliteraturetheyfoundrelevant-- and
soat thatpoint whatwasmostusefulwasa review of howto analyze
data(remembet'coding?"'), andareview concerningstrategiedgor
"writing it up.”

Giventhis history andthe natureof this courseDwhich, unlike other
coursesjs moreaboutmobilizing whatyou alreadyknow thanlearninga
whole newdisciplinebthis coursesite is necessarilya projectthatwill
graduallyevolve(muchlike your seniorprojectat this point), andwill
dosoatleastpartiallyin responseo whatyou would find mosthelpful to
movetowardcompletionof your project.l will beaddingusefulor
relevantlinks or documentsn accordancéo any commonguestionsor
needghatarise.Thediscussiorboardwill beour primaryforum. More
onthatfurtheronin thesyllabus(in the section"How we should
proceed'below).

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

Thereareonly two courserequirements:

1) Thatif you planto graduateat theendof Spring,you completeand
mail your finishedandpolishedseniorprojectto me,postmarkeadho later
thanMay 12 (seeaddress: discussiorof datebelow). Thosegraduating

later canmakeotherarrangementwith me.

2) Thatyou checkin onthediscussiorboardat leastonceweek,andlet
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usall know, evenbriefly, how you'reprogressingThis keepsusall on
track;I'll geta senseof how folks arefaring; andthe discussiorboard
will bemorelively andthusa bettertool for everyonelt's anobvious
antidoteto isolation.Therefore| askthatyou treatthis asmorethana
requestputasa seriousrequiremenbf thecourse.

GRADING:

Thisis theseniorprojectbintendedio be oneof your crowning
achievementasyou graduatdrom Linfield College,anda culmination
of your learningat this stage Potentially,it will bereadnotonly by me,
butalsoby otherstudentsandfaculty. Accordingly, thefinal gradeon
your seniorprojectwill bea consideratiorof two grades- onefor
contentasa socialresearctproject-- 80% of the grade;andthe otherfor
formatandstyle (grammar spelling,correctcitation, etc.)-- 20% of the
grade.Probablyall you needasa guideto formatandstyleis atthe
conclusionof this syllabus.l will only considerfor thelibrary those
projectsthattruly excelin bothareas.

TEXTS:

Pleaseanakeuseof your textsandnotesfrom SOA 308.1 will suggest
othertitles oncein awhile, or recommendtitle for anyonewho hasa

particularneed but mostof you alreadyhavewhatyou needin theway
of texts.Whichbringsmeto. ..

WHAT YOU ALREADY HAVE, SO FAR, TO BEGIN YOUR
PROJECT:

You alreadyhavea mapor blueprintfor the projectbyour completed
researclproposal.Thefirst thing you shoulddois find it, if it's notat
hand,andremindyourself(if you needreminding)of all thework you've
alreadyputinto thinking this projectthrough.
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1) First off, in your proposalyou‘vedefinedyour topic -- no smallthing.
Here'ssomethingstronglysuggestedby studentsn yearspast:work ona
onesentencalefinition of yourtopic, your "researclobjective,"andkeep
this sentencdapednearor onyour computersomewheravhereit will be
a guiding star,a compassa reminderwhenyou momentarilyloseyour
way or veertoo far off track.

2) Secondlyyou'vegota startonwriting the projectitself Byou probably
havesomeparagraph the"Background'or "Introduction"sectionof
your proposalthatyou canuseto beginto developa longernarrative.

3) Third, you'vegota planof actionbcheckoutyour "Methodology"
section.Takethatandbeginto plot, literally ona calendargverything
you needto do, breakingit into manageablstepgasin "How doyou eat
anelephan? A biteatatime. .."). Give yourselfenoughtime for each
step,a buffer for unforeseemevelopmentglike for whenaninterview
datefalls through,andyou haveto re-schedule).

Build yourselfatimeline,andstaywith it. Know whenyou planto have
your datacollectioncompletedandknowwhenyou will complete
"coding" andseriouslybeginwriting your narrative(thoughyou canand
probablyshouldbewriting all along).Planenoughtime for onemore
readthrough,andonelastrevision.Planenoughtime to sharedraftswith
classmateandtrustedfriends(giving it to alovedonewho is
unconditionalaboutanythingyou do hasits pleasureshut maynotbeas
usefulasgiving it to atactful but perceptiveandhonesftfriend b
particularlyif you considerthatfriend a goodwriter).

4) And fourth, you'vealreadygenerated list of promisingscholarly
literaturethatyou needto becomeamiliar with andaddto Bthat'syour
bibliography.

Soyou haveplentyto begin,andwhatyou havewill takeyou far.
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HOW WE SHOULD PROCEED VIA THIS SITE:

Pleasecheckin weeklyfor announcement@ndconversationsenthe
discussiorboard.I'm opento othersuggestiondput | think we should
beginby usingthe discussiorboardasour majorforum, sincethat's
wheresomuchof theenergy,insight,andsenseof communityin SOA
308seemedo begeneratedBy "forum" | meanthatthe boardis where
guestionf commoninterestshouldbe posted,guestionpento
anyone'sesponsg"brainstorming").lt's wherewe can,of course hold
conversationdt's whereeachof you should"checkin" aboutyour
progresseachweek.It's wherel canrecommendsitesor books,or do
brief reviewsaccordingto wherein theresearclprocessnostof you find
yourselveslit's wherel canfigure outwith youwhenmight bethebest
time to hold aworkshopfor thosewho canmakeit to McMinnville.

It's alsowheregroupscanform assupportnetworks-- thosewilling to
readeachother'sdrafts,or problemsolvewith eachother(lI'd recommend
groupsno smallerthanthreeandno biggerthanfive). Groupscanstart
their own categorie®r topicthreadsontheboard.If youthink thisis a
goodideabutaren'tsurenow to begina group,simply posta messagén
WeekOneexpressing/our interestin forming a supportgroup.Groups
thatgettoo big canbreakinto smallergroups,alphabeticallyby lastname
if needbe. Groupsmight alsoform aroundparticulardiscussiorthreads
("how to constructa survey,"for instance) And of course folks who live
closeenoughto eachothermight wantto considerusingthe forumto
organizefaceto facemeetings.Peopleinterestedn forming groupswith
eachothercanexchanges-mail addressesia the"Mail" functiononthe
Blackboardmenu.l canalsofind outfrom out from ourtechieshow to
activatethe "real time groupchat" option,if thatis aninterest.

THE RED LETTER DATE, and MY ADDRESS:

DATE: Again, thereis onenon-negotiabledatefor thoseof youwho are
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intendingto graduatehis Spring(if you aren'tintendingto, thenwe can
work out otherdatesaccordingto your circumstanceandneeds).That
dateis Monday, May 12. It's thedatethe hardcopy of your projectto my
addressnustbein themail andpostmarkedThetermendsMay 29, and
commencemerns onJunel, butin the midstof theclassed will be
teachingl needenoughtime to dojusticeto the projectsyou will sendme
bto readeachof them,to gradethem,andto Dif needbebaskyou to
revisebeforethe endof theterm (this rarelyhappensbutit has).If your
projectis postmarkedMay 12, thatwill barelygive metime to dothis,
sinceit will arrivea day or threelater (thoughearliercompletionsand
arrivalsarealwayswelcomel!).It's thebestl cando. Sowhenyou are
planningyour timeline, pleasecountbackfrom May 12.

ADDRESS:Here'stheaddresyou will sendyour projectto (NOTE:
pleasedon'tsendyour projectsothatl needto signfor it Bnoone's
projecthaseveryet,in morethana decadegotlostin themail, and|
havelong teachingdayson campusn Corvallis,sol'm notusuallyhome
to signfor mail Bit will justdelayit):

Dr. Tony Vogt

3208NW Johnsomve,
Corvallis,OR 97330

SENIOR PROJECT: FORMAT, CITATIONS, FINAL
PROCEDURES, etc.

FORMAT (parts of the project, in order):

1) Title Page Dshouldincludeyour name Linfield College, "Senior
ResearchProject,SocialandBehavioralSciences"andfinally, the

semesteandtheyear(Spring,2008).

2) Abstract -- Pleasancludeanabstract. Thisis basicallya brief
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(usuallyoneparagraphoften singlespacedsummaryof your argument
andyourresearch.It usuallybeginsby briefly describingthetopic or
iIssueyou'reinvestigatingjmovesto your majorresearclgyuestionor
objectivesdescribedriefly your methodghow you wentaboutyour
investigation) andthenbriefly, your conclusionsFind anabstracion-
line of a paper,or look for oneat the beginningof anarticlein a
scholarlyjournal,to useasa modelfor you whatto write, if youaren't
sure.Theabstracis usuallythevery lastthing you write, eventhoughit
appearsight at the startof your project,directly afterthetitle page.The
Abstractdoesn'thavea pagenumber.Numberedoagesstartswith the
Introduction(p.1).

3) Table of Contents -- headingor titles of partsof your paper,andthe
pagenumberonwhich the sectionbeginsbseeanybookfor anexample
you canuse.The Tableof Contentsdoesn'thavea pagenumber.Again,
numberegagesstartswith theIntroduction(p.1).

4) Introduction Dintroducesyour readerto your topic, may explainhow
you cameto beinterestedn it, givesnecessarpackgroundperhaps
historical,to prepareandeducateyour readerfor therestof the narrative.
Your first pagenumberstartswith pageoneof the Introduction.

5) Literature Review -- (you mustdiscuss Dnotjust mention- MORE
thanthethreereferencedrom your proposalbeightto tenrelevant
scholarlyworksis the minimum| would expectyou to discuss).Thelit
reviewis whereyou sharewith your reademwhatyou'velearnedrom
“library research’(secondaryesearchpyou introduceyour readerto the
key ideasemergingfrom the conversatiorscholarsaarehavingaboutyour
topic, andintroduceyour readerdo anyrelevanttheoriesyou will be
referringto laterin the narrative or ideasthatwill beimportantto the
interpretationof your datalater.

6) Methodology -- this sectionis usuallya shortbutthorough
descriptionaboutthe processnvolvedin your primary researcibhow

http://webct.linfield.edu/webct/RelativeResourceManager/48355644200E!webct.linfield.edu!80!443!1202927974318?fileContentlD=483702356001 Page 7 of 14



SOA 490 02/13/2008 10:54 AM

you gathereddata;for example how manypeopleyou interviewedand
any demographicyou canshareaboutthosepeople;or how manytimes
andwhere(a high school,a non-profit serviceoffice, etc.)you conducted
participantobservationspr how manysurveysyou distributedandhow
manyyou got back(you canreferreadergo a copyof your surveywhich
shouldbein theappendix) Locatethe studyin time (for example,’l
conductedhis researclovera periodof threemonthsin the Spring of
20071). You don't needto includethefactthatyoulookedup booksand
articles,sincethis "library research'is secondaryatherthanprimary
researchandbesidestheliteraturereview alreadycuesthereaderto this.
You alsodon'thaveto categorizeyour researctasethnographic,
phenomenologicaktc.

7) Narrative -- theheartof your project,whereyou presentandunpack
your primaryresearch datapresentatiormndinterpretationstories,
analysisdiscussionetc. Thisis whereyou developyour argumenbor
story,whereyou makesenseof your data,andsituateyour findingsin a
largercontext.

8) Conclusion DAt theveryleast,theconclusionis a gracefulor
powerfulsummingup, a sectionthat"tells uswhatyou'vetold us."It's a
placeto remindushow your interpretatiorand/orfindingsrelateto other
literature.lt's alsowhereyou might talk aboutthe limitations of the
study.lt's whereyou candiscussvhatquestionsyour studymight open
for future researchandalsoif you wish, a placeto discusshe practical
or policy implicationsof your findings.

9) Appendix -- surveyor interview questionstables,graphs,or any
usefulitemsyou wantto referthereaderto butdon'twantto clutterup
your narrativewith; theappendixandbibliographydo not counttowards
thethirty pageminimumfor your project.

10) References and Select Bibliography Da minimumof twelve
scholarlyreferencegtheseareworksyou literally "refer" to or cite in the
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bodyof your paper).You canalsoincludeusefulworksthatyou do not
specificallycite (but pleasedon't"pad" this sectionbonly includewhat
you think a reademight find very relevant) Pleasado not includeyour
interviewsor field notes.Thesedo not needto becitedbinsteadit

shouldbeclearfrom your narrativewhenyou arereferringto them.

** % POSSIBLE VARIATIONS ON THE ABOVE FORMAT:

Abovel've outlinedthe conventionaformatfor researchieports,butl'm
opento variations,aslong asthe substancef eachsectionis addressed.
In otherwords,eachpartof thewritten projectlistedaboveneedgo be
addressedomehowin the bodyof the paper butthey needn'tbe separate
sectiongf you comeup with a formatthatworks betterfor you.

For example aslong asyou discussvhatothershavewritten aboutyour
topic, it doesn'imatterif you decidethatit makesmoresensdo thread
sucha discussiorthroughoutthe paper,or in severaldifferentsectionspr
doit all in asectionformally titled "LiteratureReview." It's just thatyou
shouldeducateyour readeraboutyour topic, andplaceyour own
researchnto the contextof the ongoingscholarlydiscussionsThe
methodologysectionlikewise needn'tbe separatebut somewhere
(probablyearlyonwhenyouintroduceyour projectto thereader)you
shouldlet thereaderknow how you wentaboutansweringyour research
guestions- participantobservationshow manyandwho interviewed
(usingpseudonymsf course) etc.

Soyou candeviseyour own formatfor the paper,aslong asit: 1)
incorporates discussiorof theliteratureyou foundhelpful andrelevant,
2) containsa specificdiscussiorof your methods,

3) providesanintroductionto your topic, and 4) reachessomekind of
conclusionaboutwhatyour researctsuggestssupportedy evidence
from your primaryresearctaswell asfrom your reading.
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You needn'thavea thesisstatemen{you can,butit's moreappropriate
for quantitativework or secondaryesearchpaperdasedon library
researchratherthanqualitativeresearchike the seniorproject). What
you offer insteads a narrativeinterpretingyour data,identifying
commonpatternsthemesegtc.,andthena conclusiorwhereyou can
discusswhatyour datasuggestsn termsof answeringyour research
guestionor objectives.

HOWEVER:

If, howeveryouwishto stick to the conventionaformat,that'sfine. You
may literally title eachof the majorsectionsaslistedabove. Major titled
sectionsandtitled subsectionszanbe helpful to thereaderjourneying
through30 pagesandtrying to follow theflow of theargumenbr
narrative.

Think of titles for sectionsandsubsectiongashelpful markersand
guidepostalongtheway, alertingthetravelerto changesn subject,and
shiftsin focusor storyline.Changeshouldnotbetoo abruptbprepare
your readerasyou approacha shift, andprovidea segueo carrythe
readeralongwith you.

Lstrongly urge you to find a qualitative research report in a scholarly
journal, and make a copy of it to refer to as you compose your format, or

make use of the on-line senior projects in the library as examples.

WHICH STYLE? --you can use whichever style (MLA, APA, etc.)
you are used to using, as long as you are consistent. You can find
style guides on-line that will answer all your questions. I myself
prefer the MLA style, and I've outlined some main features of that
style below:

PERIODS & QUOTES -- This actuallygoesfor all styles:whenyou are
usingquotemarks,periodsalwaysgo insidethe quotemarks,asin:
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"Don't forgetthetomatoes."

Theexceptions whenyou arequotingandalsociting at theendof the
sentenceljke this: Quigleywritesthateversincethesixties,"rock music
hasbeenappropriatedby commercialdo dazzlingeffect" (p. 256).Note
thatin this casethe periodcomesafter boththe quotemarkandthe
closingparenthesisf the citation.

BOOK TITLES -- Whenciting a booktitle, underline: Grapesof
Wrath. If it's thefirst time you'vecitedit in your paper pleaseoutthe
dateof publicationin parentheseafterit: Grapesof Wrath(1940).

JOURNALS, CHAPTERS, ETC -- Whenciting ajournal, magazine,
pamphletor newspapenjseitalics: American Journal of Sociology.
Whenciting a song,a film, a chapterfrom a book, or anessayor other
piecefrom alargercollection,pleaseusequotemarks: In "Making
Flippy-Floppy: Baby Boomersandthe Emergencef the Postmodern”
from his collectionToughGuys(1992),FredPfeil analyzedheclass
origins of culturalinnovation.

CITING -- Citethepage number for all quotes andcite the page
number'sialsowhenyou paraphrasepecificideas(Beyer,p. 76 - 81).

Except afterblock quotes citationsalwaysgo in front of the period
(Quigley,p. 234).

MULTIPLE CITATIONS: here'sanexample-- Severakcholarsargue
thatrock musichasbecomecommoditizedandnow merelysimulatesan
auraof opposition(Quigley,1999;JohnsorandBates,1987;Gonzales,
2007).

BLOCK QUOTES -- Only useblocksfor longerquotequsuallyat least
five sentences)Block quotesshouldbe single-spacedputtherestof
your papershouldbedoublespaced.At theendof a block quote after

http://webct.linfield.edu/webct/RelativeResourceManager/4835564420Ewebct.linfield.edu!80!443!12029279743182fileContentl D=483702356001 Page 11 of 14



SOA 490 02/13/2008 10:54 AM

the period,putyour citation. Pleasaisequotesselectivelyfrom the
literatureyou referenceandnot as"filler".

* % * Plagiarism is a seriousacademidransgressiomndat theleast
will resultin an"F" whenit occurs(for otherpotentialconsequencesge
theLinfield policieson plagiarism). Plagiarismis whenyou presenthe
wordsor ideasof someoneatherthanyourselfasif thoseideaswereyour
own, evenif theotherpersongivesyou permissiorto doso. You must
acknowledgé€cite) the sourceof anyideaspresentedn the papernf the
sourceis otherthanyourself. This appliesto publishedarticlesor texts,
andInternetmaterial. It is okayto usetheseideassolong asyou give
creditfor them,andsolong asyour paperbuilds upon these ideas to
develop your own contribution to the scholarly conversation. In other
words,you shouldavoid extensivequoting,andnotrely on others'words
andideasto suchanextentthatyour paperis mostlytheirs.You should
submityour own work, andvery clearly designhatavhenyou areusing
someonelse'swordsandideas(by carefulciting Bgiving explicit credit
- iIf you arequotingeor closelyparaphrasing)Time pressuredack of
confidencebthesethingsmay motivateplagiarism but arenotanexcuse.
Thereis noshortcutto learning. It is a journeyof discoverythateachof
usundertakesn the companyof others butwe musteachdo our own
traveling.

CITING WEB SITES: Therearea numberof acceptedvaysto dothis.
ThelLinfield library website itself featuresstyle manualsand
recommendationabouthow to cite, including how to cite from web
pages.Therearealsootherstyle manualsandguidesonthe Webyou can
acces®theimportantthing is to choosea style of citing, andstaywith it
consistentlythroughoutyour project.Again, my preferences the MLA
style,butothersareacceptable.

THE FOUR MOST COMMON STYLISTIC MISTAKES in
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SENIOR PROJECTS:

1) Forgettingto cite the dateof publicationin parentheseafterthefirst
mentionof a pieceof writing (1998).You needn'doit eachtime, butthe
readershouldknow the dateof publicationof theworksyou mention.lIt
mattersf awork waspublishedn 1908,1968,1998,or 2008.

2) Puttingthe citationin parenthesesutsidethe periodat theendof a
sentenceratherthaninsideasis correctfor almosteverystyle (Beyerand
Hensley,p. 23). Theonly exceptionis whenyou cite attheendof a
block quote;thenthe citationgoesafterthe period(see"Block quote"
above).

3) Puttingthe periodoutsideratherthaninsidethe quotemarkswhenyou
enda sentencavith a quote.Sothisis correct:Stangrabbechis hatand
whispered;'l like it." Thisis alsocorrect:Sheilaclaimedthateveryoneat
herparty"hadafine old time."

4) Not citing the specificpagenumbersaftera directquote.Eachtime
you directly quotefrom a work, you mustcite the specificpageghatthe
guotecamefrom (p. 187)bif thequoteis from awebsite,you mustcite
thewebsite (seeabove).

FINAL PROCEDURES:
Mail meoneunboundcompletedandVERY "polished"copy of your

seniorprojectpostmarkedo laterthanMay 12. My address3208NW
Johnsomve./ Corvallis,OR 97330.

* * | won'treturnthe copyyou sendto me (unlessyou includea self-
addressedself-stampednvelope)sobesureto savecopiesfor yourself,
andbesureto backit up onyour harddrive.
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Seniorprojectsthattruly excelin bothcontentandstylel will
recommendor thelibrary (only avery few endup onthelibrary shelves;
fewereachyearastime goeson andlibrary spacean thatareagrows
precious) However,anyoneinterestedn gettinga boundcopy of their
seniorprojectshouldlet meknow asthe endof thetermapproacheslhe
abbeyoutsideof Amity bindsthemfor areasonablsum (twelvedollars,
if | rememberright). All transactiongrethroughthelibrary, butl will let
you who to contact.

IMPORTANT REVIEW:

1) LENGTH: Starthumberingpagesat thefirst pageof the Introduction
(notfrom the Abstractor Tableof Contents)Fromthebeginningof the
Intro to theendof your Conclusionyou shouldhavea minimum of 30
pages for your seniorresearctproject(notincludingtheappendixf you
haveone,or thebibliography).

2) ANONYMITY: All thepeopleyou interviewor observeor survey
shouldremain anonymous (you canusepseudonymsor them;justlet the
readerknow thatyou will bedoingthis). All placesandinstitutions
shouldremainonly generallydefinedin orderto protectthe
confidentialityof the peoplein your study. For instancewrite "I
conductedhis studyat a primary gradeschoolPl will call it Goldenrod
School-- in amid-sizedOregontown" ratherthan"This is a studyof
Lincoln ElementarySchoolin McMinnville."

3) WRITE IN FIRST PERSON:You shouldalwayswrite in thefirst
personjn anactiveratherthana passivevoice.
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